
Backward

Series Introduction:

I’m really glad you’re here today because we’re beginning a brand new series. In this series, we’re going to challenge the status quo. Here’s what I believe: I believe most people wake up each day and follow the path of least resistance. It’s in our nature. If you have a choice of walking up a hill or down a hill to get to the same place, 99 out of 100 of us will walk downhill. It’s less resistance. Elevator or stairs? Elevator! Walk or drive? Drive. Write a letter or send an email? Email.

And those are all fine. But the problem is, most of the time we make the same choice when it comes to more important things. We would rather go along to get along even when it might cost us our character. We would rather live by the saying, “When in Rome...” than stand out in a crowd.  Rather than go the direction God has called us to walk, we surrender our morals and say, “Well, everyone else is doing it.”

Well let me ask you something: How’s that working for you? Are you happy to just go along with the crowd and be like everyone else? Everyone else is headed in the direction of least resistance. And the result? Well, let’s just say the status quo isn’t working.

Write this down:

If you want what everyone else has, do what everyone else is doing.

If you want what few people have, do what few people do.

If you chose to do what few people do, then you’re going to live backward.

Now the problem with living backward is that there is always pressure from the majority to stop living backward and fall in line with everyone else. But the truth is, the majority is not always right!

Here’s what Jesus said about this:

The highway to hell  is broad, and its gate is wide for the many who choose that way.14 But the gateway to life is very narrow and the road is difficult, and only a few ever find it.

Matt 7:13-14 (NLT)

Obviously after reading that, there’s going to be a lot of people who wind up in a place they never wanted to be. But because they chose the path of least resistance, the broad way, the way everyone else was headed, they’re going to wind up an a real place called hell.

Right away some of you might be thinking, “Well, I don’t believe in hell. That doesn’t really scare me.” OK. Let’s leave that out of the equation for just a minute. Let’s say you’re right and there’s no such thing as hell (I’m playing Devil’s advocate... literally! Believe me that exactly what the devil wants you to believe, that there is no hell) but for the sake of argument, even if there is no hell, do you really want what everyone else has got? Or do you want what very few have? If you want to just fade into the background, live an insignificant life, and not leave any mark in this world, then just keep following the crowd.

But, if you believe you were made for more than the status quo, if you want to venture into a level of living that very few people have, if you want to leave a mark and make your life count for something... then you’re going to have to live backward.

I don’t know about you but I’m not satisfied with a life that consists of work, sleep, play, eat, work, sleep, play, eat. ~ I don’t want to settle for what everyone else is settling for! I want more for my life, for my family, for my marriage, for my future. I want what very few people have. If you want more too, then you’re going to have to live backward.

Over the next few weeks, we’re going to learn what that means...


