Bling, Bling

Series Introduction

Here’s the top five ways you know you’re getting old:

5- Your idea of a night out is sitting on the patio.

4- Happy hour is a nap.

3- You wake up with sleep related injuries.

2- Everything hurts and what doesn't hurt, doesn't work.

1- Getting lucky means you find your car in the parking lot.

Getting older gets a bad rap.  But there are benefits to maturing.  For instance, when you get old there’s not much left to learn the hard way.  

And that’s a perfect segue into the series we’re beginning today.  Bling Bling.  For those of you who are like me and might not quite get the MTV generation let me explain what that is.  Bling Bling refers to flashy, jewelry.  And for some, the more the better.  

Most people think this started with the rap stars in the 90’s.  But, the truth is, Bling started with this guy in the 80’s! (Show picture of Mr. T) 

That’s the epitome of “Bling, Bling”.

It’s all about Flash, it’s all about Hype, it’s all about “Look at Me”.  

The flashier the better.  The more sensational the better.  The goal of “bling bling” isn’t just to wear a bunch of Jewelry.  The goal is, “look at me”. (Look what I can do! ~)

Now I know it might be hard to believe, but in the Bible there was a church who was all about the bling, bling.  Not necessarily with jewelry, but with their Christianity. This church was all about flash, hype, and self promotion. It was a church located in Corinth.

Turn to 1 Corinthians ~

Let me tell you a little about Corinth and the church there.

Now, the problem wasn’t the location of the church.  If ever a city needed a good New Testament church’s influence, it was the city of Corinth.  ~

The problem wasn’t with the church being in that culture.  The problem was that the culture was being let into the church. ~

Corinth was a city that was all about the “Bling”.  It was flashy, it was all hype, it was all about “look at us”.  And, the sad thing was, instead of influencing Corinth, Corinth had influenced the church.

So, Paul wrote three letters to the Corinthians.  Before he wrote 1st Corinthians, he wrote his first letter (1 Corinthians 5:9) ~.So first and second Corinthians in our bibles are actually the second and third letter Paul had written them since he had left.  All the letters to the Corinthians had one thing in common: They were all corrective letters. ~

Here are just a few of the different problems Paul was trying to correct in the Corinthian church:

