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Introduction:
I am so excited about this new series we are starting today.  This new series is driven by one question : “What should everyone understand in order to become and be a mature believer?”  The answer came pretty quickly.  Everyone should understand some basics, some fundamental truths about God.  

The title of this series is “Intentional Grounding”.  Since it is football season, we thought we would use some terminology most football fans would understand.  For the rest of you who are not football fans, like my wife, let me explain.  In football, if the quarterback drops back to throw a pass and he purposely throws it to no one, the referee throws a flag and penalizes the quarterback for “Intentional Grounding”.  

In football, that’s bad.  It’s a ten yard penalty and loss of down.  But the Intentional Grounding we have planned for you over the next few weeks is good.  We are trying to intentionally ground you in some basic doctrines from the Word of God.  In other words, we are going to purposely teach you some of the most fundamental, basic, Biblical beliefs about God, and His Word.
(Illustration of Coach Vince Lombardi when he took over the head football coach position of the Green Bay Packers.  The first few practices he was frustrated with the teams play.  He called a halt to practice and gathered the entire team around him.  He said, “Guys, we’ll never be a good football team until we know the basics of the game.  We’re going to start from the beginning.”  With that, he picked up a football and said, “This is a football!”  One of the players said, “Slow down coach, you’re moving too fast!”) ~ 
This week, we are going to start grounding you from the beginning… literally.  Turn in your Bibles to Genesis 1:1.
Gen 1:1
1:1 In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth. NIV
While I believe most Christians accept the fact that God created this planet we live on, I also believe most Christians don’t know how to defend that fact.
For some reason, we are intimidated by the teaching of evolution.  For the past several decades, our public school system has been teaching Evolution as a fact.  And even though most Scientists today recognize that Darwinian Evolution is really only a theory, they also continue to support it’s teaching as the only plausible explanation of how we got here.
But the fact I want to show you today is that Evolution is not a fact, it is not really even a theory.  Evolution is a religion.  Just like Christianity, Evolution is supported, not be scientific fact, but by faith.  You see, I will readily admit that Creationism (which is summed up by Gen. 1:1) cannot be proved scientifically.  The only way you can prove anything scientifically is to reproduce an event in a laboratory.  Creation can’t be reproduced even on a small scale in the laboratory.  But neither can Evolution.
As I’ve already implied, there are…

Two Basic World Views:

A world view is the way we see not only the world, but also how we relate to the world.  A world view is the lens we look at everything through.

Illustration: Song “Rose Colored Glasses”.  If I wear rose colored glasses, then everything I see has a pinkish tent to it.  I wear contacts.  It’s to improve my physical vision.  A world view is like those contacts or rose colored glasses on a philosophical and spiritual level.  When it comes to life on planet earth, there are just two basic world views:

The Evolutionist World View

The Creationist World View
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