Introduction:

The word “access” implies that permission has been granted to obtain, enter, or experience that which was previously off limits.

(Like a keycard, a fingerprint reader, or a key for a door) 
Just like that, we read that there are certain individuals who because of something special, now have access into a relationship with God that includes God’s Grace, God’s Presence, God’s Vision, and God’s Victory.

Today, we’re beginning a new series entitled “Access”.  I’ll tell you how I came up with the idea for the series.  I came across a passage in Romans that I’ve read many times before, and the word just leaped off the page at me.  I did some quick research and discovered that this particular word translated access is only used 3 times in the New Testament.

When you find out something like that, I’ve learned you should investigate it a little closer.  After doing just that, God made it clear to me that we needed to discover the incredible privilege we have as believers.

And this is the passage I was reading:

Romans 5:1-2, “Therefore, since we have been justified through faith, we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ, 2 through whom we have gained access by faith into this grace in which we now stand.”

The other two times the word “access” appears in the New Testament is in Ephesians 2:18 and Ephesians 3:12.  We’ll get to those verses later in the series.

Just like a keycard might get you in to a secure area … faith in Jesus Christ gets me into the grace of God!

Faith is the key to all we are going to talk about in this series.  We’re going to learn together that faith in Jesus Christ grants us ACCESS into the Grace of God, the Presence of God, God’s Vision and God’s Victory!

