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Introduction:
We’ve been anticipating this new series for some time now.  Here’s why I’m so excited about it. I know that what we are about to study together over the next few weeks will most likely move all of us from where we are to where we want to be.  You see, if the truth be told, every single one of us can imagine a life that’s at least a little better than what it is now.  All of us want to experience freshness, newness, a better life.  In a nutshell, we all want to be successful people.  
I’m not suggesting that we have not experienced some levels of success already in our lives.  But if you’ve got a pulse, you’ve got a dream. A dream of a better you.  
Some of you might tap the brakes a little there because you think, “Wait a minute, aren’t we supposed to be content?”  Yes, we are. But many times we confuse contentment with complacency.  I’m content. I’ve been married to Jennifer for 23 years today. I have three wonderful, healthy kids and two grandchildren.  I’ve lived in the same house for 13 years.  On March 21st I will have been the pastor of Park Lake for fourteen years.  I’m very content with my life.  But, though I am content with God’s blessings in my life, I’ll tell you flat out “I want to be a better person, pastor, husband, father, friend.” 
The Apostle Paul explained his drive to always improve his own life this way:
Phil 3:13-14
13 No, dear brothers and sisters, I am still not all I should be, but I am focusing all my energies on this one thing: Forgetting the past and looking forward to what lies ahead, 14 I strain to reach the end of the race and receive the prize for which God, through Christ Jesus, is calling us up to heaven. 
So for the next few weeks, I’m going to telling every single one of you to “Take a Flying Leap”! In the best possible way… of course!
Here’s the thought behind this entire series. I think you’re on the edge.  You are so close to achieving a better you.  You’ve been to the edge and backed away a hundred times or more.  You know what you need to do. You know the direction you need to go.  It’s like being on the highdive looking into the water from so high.  You’re actually nervous about changing what you need to change in order to take the leap.  You may be asking, “How do you know that about me?”  Because, I’ve been there.  I am there.  

