
March Madness - Series Intro

www.innovativeword.com
Introduction:

Today we're going to embark on a month of ministry. We're calling it M4, March Madness Ministry Month.  

I used to think that the strength of a church could be discovered by the number of people who attended each week.  You know, if a church is really big, then it must be powerful.  I've learned that's not true.  Some might think that the strength of a church is in the size of it's campus and facilities.  Others might believe that church strength is determined by the number of ministries it has ~.

That's not where the strength of a church lies.  The true measure of a church's strength is the number of members involved in ministry.

March Madness is going to be a fun month where we'll grow together, and learn what it means to strengthen our church through ministry.

Now, all across the country this month, people will be into basketball more than any other time of year.  The NCAA College Basketball Tournament will begin and the brackets will be set with the best 64 teams in the country.  There's really nothing else like it in the sports world.  

So we're going to parallel this series with the theme of basketball.  We're going to look today at how you can become a true impact player on our church’s Team.

When I think of the state of most church members in America today, it reminds me of the passage of scripture in Ezekiel 37:5.  Let's look at it:

Ezekiel 37:1 (NIV), "The hand of the Lord was upon me, and he brought me out by the Spirit of the Lord and set me in the middle of a valley; it was full of bones."

I think this is the condition of most churches today.  When God looks down on the membership of churches today, do you think He sees seats full of dry bones?

The dry bones represent a spiritual weakness.  They represent those who have sat on the bench so long that they've lost all power and strength to minister.

Today, I want to look at two types of players in the church:

Bench Players and Impact Players...

(Message continued in Part 1 - Impact Players)
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