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Introduction:  

Please turn this morning to the first chapter of the prophecy of Malachi.~  As I have in the last few weeks been praying and asking God to help our Church take a jump forward in our spiritual growth, I believe that God has answered that prayer through this wonderful book of the Bible.   I'm going to preach this book verse by verse for the next few weeks.  So, let's begin by reading together the first chapter.  (Read).
I think that it would be good for us to first of all get a little historical background about this wonderful prophecy.  There are three reasons this prophecy is so important to you and I today:
1. It was written by a man that called himself Malachi.~ (Western Union)
2. It was the last thing God wrote to His people before a period of 400 silent years.  The next time God would speak, it would be in the form of His Son, the Word.
3. It was written primarily to the Priests of Malachi's day.  (Explain the O.T. priesthood was God's representative to man, and man's representative to God.  Today we as Christians are the N.T. priesthood.  We no longer need a priest to go to God on our behalf and shed the blood of an innocent lamb to find forgiveness.~)


Now, in this first Chapter, there are three things God wants us, as believers, as the N.T. priesthood to see. He wants us to realize that three things happen when our Commitment becomes Casual:

