
Fellowship Factory

Series Introduction

Introduction:
There are words in the English language that have levels of meaning.  At one level, the word means one thing.  But then, there’s a deeper level of meaning for the same word.
I call these two levels the “flower” level, and the “root” level.  
(Show pot of flowers) ~
Examples:
Love ~
Happy ~
Successful ~
The same is true for the word “Fellowship”.  It’s not as common a word as the others, so it’s really important that we understand the deepest level of meaning.
Why?  Because it’s something God really wants every church to have.  Fellowship.
Acts 2:42 All the believers devoted themselves to the apostles’ teaching, and to fellowship, and to sharing in meals (including the Lord’s Supper), and to prayer.
Now it should be obvious to us that the word “fellowship” in that verse has a deeper meaning than today’s surface meaning of “hangin’ out together”.
That’s the surface meaning.  When we say today, “We’re going to have a church ‘fellowship”, we usually think of hanging out and doing one of our favorite past times together.  What would that be?  (Eating)
Baptist Church Motto - “When we meet we eat”.
That is definitely part of fellowship.  Hanging out and eating together is a result of fellowship, but it’s not the root of fellowship.  
If hanging out and eating together was the root of fellowship, then there would be a lot of true fellowship happening at every restaurant in the area today at lunch. 
So what we’re after, what we’re striving to get to in the next few weeks together is the “root” meaning of true, biblical fellowship.
It’s always good to start with a definition when you’re trying to get to the root meaning of a word.  The word “fellowship” comes from the Greek word “koinonia”. Which means:     
κοινωνία –, “a body of believers who share with, serve and encourage one another.”. 
That definition is really the perfect description of what a real New Testament Church should be.  Koinonia is what sets the church apart from your average social organization.  You can’t have true fellowship in a Lion’s Club, Kiwanis Club, or PTA.  It’s something that you will only experience in the membership of a New Testament Church!

So let’s look at the deeper meaning, the root meaning of fellowship...

