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I’ve been praying for a long time that God would give me something fresh. A new challenge to present to you that would transform you and I into Dangerous Christians. What do I mean by “Dangerous” Christians”? A quick definition of a Dangerous Christian is, “A Radically Devoted Follower of Jesus Christ.”  Is that what you are? Is that what I am?  I think we might better call ourselves “A Remotely Familiar Fan of Jesus Christ.”  

See, the fact is, it’s easy to call yourself a Christian where we live. There’s really no back lash. No one’s being thrown in jail for being a Christian in North Texas. I haven’t heard of anyone lately who has had to choose between life and death to call themselves a Christian. It’s easy. Why? Because, for the most part we play it safe. Our Christianity has adapted to this culture to the point of losing all its power.  We go the same places as non Christians, we watch the same things as non Christians, we talk the same way as non Christians, we get divorced as much as non Christians, we spend our money on the same things as non Christians, to sum it up… there is no distinguishable difference between Christians in America today and non Christians. 

So what happens? Nothing. We come to church when we feel like it, bring our Bibles out when we go to church, drop a few bucks in the offering every now and then, never talk to the people we know about how awesome God is or how Jesus saved us, and then wonder why we go to church and nothing really happens. 

That’s convicting isn’t it? I wept with conviction while I was putting this message together. I’m convicted. My confession to you today would be that for the past few years, I’ve been playing it safe as your pastor. And I would justify it with thoughts like, “Don’t rock the boat … don’t upset the apple cart. Just do your job, keep everyone happy. Just pat everyone on the back and tell them they’re doing good.” 

But a couple of weeks ago God slapped me in the face and said, “My people don’t need don’t need a pat on the back! You need to aim about 18 inches lower!”

Now, I want to show you my favorite commercial on TV lately. I’m sure you’ve seen it since we all average watching 3 hours and 50 minutes of TV every day. More on that later. But, this has to be the best commercial out there. 

(Play Geico Therapist Commercial)

Now, I’m not a Geico customer, but that commercial almost makes me want to be one! I love it! That’s exactly what that guy needed. 

I’m not going to call anyone a “Jack Wagon” today, but in some respects I hope this message has some of the same effect.

So today’s message is your friendly pat on the lower back!

And just in case you’re wondering. Jesus didn’t just pat people on the back and make them feel good about themselves. Just check out this pat on the lower back:

Luke 14:25-27

25 Great crowds were following Jesus. [That was the easy part~] He turned around and said to them, 26 "If you want to be my follower you must love me more than your own father and mother, wife and children, brothers and sisters — yes, more than your own life. Otherwise, you cannot be my disciple.  27 And you cannot be my disciple if you do not carry your own cross and follow me.

NLT

Luke 14:33

33 So no one can become my disciple without giving up everything for me.

NLT

Now that’s a challenge.

So let’s get to it.

Today, I’m introducing to you The 4G Challenge.  I’m going to share with you the 4G’s of the challenge and try my best to show you why you need to do it.  It really comes down to this. If we are going to be a dangerous church that God uses to reach our community for Christ, if we really want to experience God’s presence at our church, and we’re ready to see miracles happen, then we’ve got to accept and accomplish this challenge together.

What Is The 4G Challenge?

It’s a 90 Day Commitment to Gather – Grow – Give – Go

Let’s break it down:

