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Introduction:
It’s time for our Family Series! We’re going to have fun with this one! Our theme for this family series is “Spring Cleaning”.  It’s something that’s necessary, but not always popular.  Any time our family talks about doing some big cleaning project, our kids scurry out of the room like cock roaches when you turn the light on.  I have to admit, I don’t like to do it either, but I do like it when it’s done.  
But, when you’re finished with Spring Cleaning, it’s a great feeling.  Things are fresh and new.
Over the next few weeks together, we’re going to look at how to do some Spring Cleaning… not just “with” your family, but “in” your family.
Just like an overfilled garbage can, sometimes our families need some special attention.  The longer you go without doing some family spring cleaning, the worse the problems can get.  And all indications point to the fact that most American Families are suffering:
The divorce rate in America for first marriage, vs second or third marriage:

50% percent of first marriages, 67% of second and 74% of third marriages end in divorce, according to Jennifer Baker of the Forest Institute of Professional Psychology in Springfield, Missouri.”
Divorce rates among conservative Christians were significantly higher than for other faith groups, and for Atheists and Agnostics.
Statistics show that “approximately 1300 new stepfamilies are formed every day in the US.
George Barna, president and founder of Barna Research Group, commented: 

"While it may be alarming to discover that born again Christians are more likely than others to experience a divorce, that pattern has been in place for quite some time. Even more disturbing, perhaps, is that when those individuals experience a divorce many of them feel their community of faith provides rejection rather than support and healing. But the research also raises questions regarding the effectiveness of how churches minister to families. The ultimate responsibility for a marriage belongs to the husband and wife, but the high incidence of divorce within the Christian community challenges the idea that churches provide truly practical and life-changing support for marriages."

And that’s one of the reasons for this series.  We want to help provide some truly practical and life-changing support for families.

Spring Cleaning For Families is a necessary series.  And we’re going to do our best to make it practical and even fun!


