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Introduction:

 We’re starting a brand new series today called “The Family Game”!  Are you guys ready to play?!

Alright, let me give you a little background on this series.

When I was a little kid, I used to love it when my family got together to play board games. I’m still a fan!  There was just something about the whole family sitting around the table for some friendly competition, that made it so much fun. And you learn a lot about people when you play a board game. You find out who the strategist is. Who the joker is. Who the most competitive is. And maybe most important, who can be trusted!

So, the idea behind this series is, we’re going to look at some of the most popular, classic family games and relate them to lessons we can learn for our Family. The Family Game is going to be fun. Let me give you a quick preview of what we’ll be covering in the next few weeks together.

Next week’s Game is UNO - “The Power of One”

The next week is Chutes & Ladders - “The Ups and Downs of Parenting”

The fourth week is Risk - “Minimizing The Risk of Divorce”

And the last week will be Trouble - “Raising Teens Without Raising My Blood Pressure”

So that’s what we’re in for the next few weeks. 

If you’re family is anything like most families then from time to time, you need a new start. It’s like starting a new game together. Maybe your family is struggling right now. It could be a conflict between spouses, or between a parent and child, or maybe you’re kids are fighting and you don’t know what to do. Maybe you’re about to start a family and you feel a little scared because to your knowledge there isn’t really a guide to starting a family. Maybe your marriage isn’t what it used to be. You’ve fallen out of love with your spouse and you’re thinking “Game Over”.

Jesus Christ displayed the fact that He has the power to raise dead things from the dead. He has the power to give you life. He can resurrect your marriage, your family, and your relationships!

Jesus said in John 11:25, “I am the resurrection and the life. Anyone who believes in me will live, even after dying.”

So today, to get the Family Game started, we’re going to look at “The Game of Life”. That’s where we need to start. Your family will never make it, if it’s dead. You will never get all you can from life if you’re dead! 

We all remember this game don’t we? It’s been around a long time. It’s got the cute little cars and the blue and pink little pegs that represent Mom and Dad and kids. Remember spinning that awesome spinner? And during the game you get to choose if you’re going to go to college or start a career. Then you hit the “Get Married” space. Then a little ways down the road you hit the “Have Children” space. Before you know it you’re little cars filled up with a family and you’re cruising down the road making money, paying bills, buying a house, and finally the game is over.

Now, in the actual “Game of Life” from Hasbro, let me read you the object of the game:

“The player with the most money WINS THE GAME!”

It’s funny how many people have the same object for the real game of life. Most families exist to keep adding stuff (houses, cars, money, toys, things) thinking that whoever has the most at the end of life wins.  

But here’s what I hope we learn today. How you end the game isn’t as important as how you start the game!  What happens if you get to the end of the real game of life and you discover you were playing by the wrong rules? What if you realize when the kids are all grown up and you’re sitting in your rocking chair the last years of your life, that you never even really started playing the real game of life? 

That’s what we’re going to try to avoid today.

Now just like any other game, there are some things you’ve got to do to start playing the Family Game correctly.  Let’s look at them:
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