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Introduction:

We’re going to spend the next seven weeks together looking at some amazing stuff! As a matter of fact, if I knew someone who was honestly seeking the truth about God and Jesus and the validity of the supernatural even existing, I would tell him or her to look at what we’re going to look at for the next several weeks together. We’re going to go on a little adventure through the Gospel of John. We’re not going to cover the whole book, but we’re going to just stop along the way and look a little closer at the sign posts.

Have you ever played the Alphabet Game in a car on trip? You start by looking for a word in sign on the road that starts with an “A”. When you find one you shout it out before anyone else and then you get to move on to “B”, and then “C”, and then “D” and so on! Usually the game goes along pretty good until you get about two thirds of the way through the alphabet! “Q”’s always a game stopper! Then unless you’re passing Xavier College, or a local Zoo, you hardly ever finish!

In a similar way, that’s what we’re going to do through the Gospel of John. We’re going to be looking out for the “signs”. Another way to say it is, we’re going to jump from miracle to miracle.

You see, in the Gospel of John, the author John was careful to write about just 7 miracles Jesus performed. Now, those aren’t the only miracles Jesus performed. By my count, all four of the Gospels (Matthew, Mark, Luke & John) record at least 34 miracles of Jesus. But it’s important to understand that those aren’t the only miracles the disciples saw Jesus perform. As a matter of fact, John even mentions this in his own Gospel:

Jesus also did many other things. If they were all written down, I suppose the whole world could not contain the books that would be written.

John 21:25 (NLT)

So, if Jesus performed many more miracles than just 7 that John tells us about in his Gospel, then why did he choose to tell us about those 7? Good question. I mean, if I were writing down all things to try to prove who Jesus really was, then I might have just listed all the miracles I saw him do or heard of him doing.  

But that’s the thing with John. He picks these seven for a reason. And the reason has to do with who John was writing to. 

Matthew wrote with the Jewish audience in mind. He spends a lot of time pointing out the fact that Jesus fulfilled the Hebrew law.

Mark wrote with the Roman audience in mind. He depicts Jesus as a heroic man of action, given to powerful emotions, including agony. Mark often explained Jewish words, customs, and places. He used Roman time rather than Hebrew time. And he translated some words into Latin.

Luke wrote with the Gentile audience in mind. Luke was probably a Greek. He was the only non-Jewish New Testament writer. Luke is the only gospel with a sequel – the book of Acts.

And then we come to John. What audience did he have in mind? Well, you might say John wrote his gospel for the world, especially those who have a hard time believing in the supernatural. John is the gospel of belief, and was written to show the world that Jesus was the Christ, the "Son of God." Jesus was sent by the Father to give eternal life to believers. 

Now, it’s important to note before we start that all of the Gospels compliment one another and though there may seem at times to be apparent contradictions... that’s a good thing. We know that these four guys didn’t get together to collaborate each other’s story. And, it’s proof that four different men wrote the gospels with different audiences in mind. If I were to ask four of you here today to re-tell the story of what happened in 9-11, you would all mention similar events and people. But, your stories wouldn’t be exactly alike because you would focus on things that impressed you personally. And, then if I were to ask you to re-tell what happened on 9-11 to someone who is under the age of 10, you would probably tell it differently than if you had an adult audience in mind. 

One quick note about the difference between John’s Gospel and the other 3; the word most used for “miracle” in Matthew, Mark, and Luke” is “dunamis” (Powerful act - It’s where we get our english word “dynamite”).

John uses the Greek word “seimeion”, which means “a sign”. John is obviously pointing out that the miracles he mentions in his Gospel had a purpose... to be a sign to the world that Jesus was God in the flesh!

So, knowing that John’s intended audience in his Gospel are unbelievers who need to be convinced that Jesus really was God in the flesh, makes a difference. We begin to understand why he picked some things to re-tell that the Matthew, Mark, and Luke did not. And I think we also begin to understand why he picked just these 7 miracles we’re going to look at over the next several weeks together.

So, with that in mind, what’s the first miracle John records in his story of Jesus?


