Where’s The Peace

Series Introduction

Introduction:

From the moment we spot that first Christmas decoration at a retail store, there’s almost an instant sense of dread that falls upon us.  It’s kind of like the feeling you get when you know you’re going to be late for an appointment.  You can’t believe that Christmas has once again snuck up on you.  How many of you are kind of surprised that it’s Christmas time again?  And it shouldn’t ever surprise us. The last time I checked it comes about the same time every year. We see the decorations, hear the music, and it’s like we’re instantly slammed into overdrive. Rather than Christmas being a time to relax and enjoy, the pace of life seems to speed up.

And the anticipation of Christmas was instantly replaced with a feeling of frustration.  I talked to my home team about his last week. They actually helped me come up with the topics for this series.  We all agreed that most of the time all of us let Christmas stress us out.

I read the Christmas story again last week in the Bible and I came upon a part of the story that I’ve read a hundred times before.  But have you ever read a part of the Bible that’s familiar to you and for some reason or another, that particular time you read it, it’s like it leaps of the pages and slaps you in the face?  That’s what happened.  It’s this part of the story.

During this series, anytime I get to the word “peace” when I’m reading a scripture verse, I want you all to shout it.

13 And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host praising God and saying: 

14 "Glory to God in the highest,

And on earth peace, goodwill toward men!"





Luke 2:13-14

After reading that and it slapping me in the face, I asked myself a question out loud, “Where’s The Peace?”

